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like fountains playing, spouted up to heights varying
from 18 inches to quite 3^- or 4 feet. Wherever this
had occurred, the land was afterwards seen to occupy
a sandy circle with a depression in its centre. These
circles ranged from 2 to 6 and 8 feet in diameter, and
were to be seen all over the country. In some places,
several were quite close together; In others they were
at a distance of several yards." Near Maimansingh,
they seem to have been almost as numerous, fifty-two,
of four feet and less In diameter, being counted within
an area 100 yards long and about 20 feet wide.

The sand and water were ejected from the vents
with some force. A few observers estimated the
height of the spouts at about 12 feet, but this
probably refers to stray splashes. It is clear, how-
ever, that the sand and water were forced not only up
to the surface, but even in a continuous stream to
heights of from two to ten feet above it. In many
districts, trunks of trees or lumps of coal and fossil
resin were washed up with the water, and even, In one
or two cases, pebbles of hard rock weighing as much
as half-a-pound.

The origin of the sand-vents is to be sought In the
presence of a water-bearing bed situated not far
below the surface. In the central area, where there
was a marked vertical component in the motion, this
bed during the earthquake was compressed between
those above and below It, and the resulting pressure
was in places sufficient to force the water and sand,
through the fissures formed by the earthquake, up to
and beyond the surface. The gradual settling of the
upper layer, cut up by the fissures, into the under-
lying quicksand, prolonged the process for some time
after the shock was over; and, when the pressure was